FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
some of the arrangements of the Peace Treaties
are so difficult to defend that British assistance is
highly desirable, and is therefore fully determined
to obtain it. Moreover, the geographical position
of the British Isles, and the provisions of the
Peace Treaties, render it almost impossible to
resist French pressure. What this means is
(amongst other things) that sooner or later Eng-
land "will have to fight to defend the eastern
frontiers of Poland against the attack which
Russia is bound to make upon them so soon as
she recovers from her Bolshevik madness. Thus
the upkeep for all time of the Peace Treaties is
a millstone round our necks and a heavy liability
which, both politically and financially, may over-
tax our strength.
But our obligations were not all undertaken
pour les beaux yeux de la France. Our traditional
antagonism to Russia seems to have inspired a
third set of commitments. A glance at the map
shows that one of the great achievements of the
Peace Treaties was to cut off Russia from the
Baltic, and to dot its eastern shores with little
States that can look for protection against Russia
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